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along with him, while I remained behind to chat with sailors
and gaze at the sea through a disorganized telescope fixed in
the look-out. About sunset the two returned, having found what
might seem sufficient for a short stay, nor did we purpose more.
Now followed a hard knob to untie at the custom-house, where*
an arbitrary duty of five silver tomans had been put on our
baggage, according to the true seaport " do the strangers "
principle; though much less was really due. My readers may
observe from this circumstance, that the Persian currency here
takes the place of the Arab; an advantageous change, since the
monetary scale of the Shah is much easier to reckon by than
the complicated and ever-changing valuations of rials and
" Grorsh." A second remark might be, that foreigners are held
fair game all over the world. But we were now strong in
our new alliance with the coffee-house proprietor, und were
moreover backed up by a young sailor, who happened to be
next-door neighbour of our intended host in the lodgings just
agreed on. Hence he felt himself in duty bound to take up
the cudgels in our defence, and we resolutely refused to pay an
item above the legal duty; till at last we succeeded in making
tlie unjust publicans accept it, and got under weigh for our
domicile about nightfall. We set our baggage on a donkey,
and crossed the market-place, accompanied by the coffee-house
master and the lad above-mentioned, till a few lanes, all the
more intricate because yet unfamiliar, brought us to the desired
spot. Here we entered by a narrow door, and found ourselves
in a large open enclosure of palm-branches about eight feet
high, set in the ground side by side and closely interwoven ;
within the enclosure, and divided from each other by a little
space, stood two long palm-leaf huts; one for us, 1he other
was the abode of our sailor and Ids family. Our dwelling was
about thirty feet in length by ten in breadth, with as mucJi
to the top of the sloping thatch-roof; a hurdle-like screen
divided, the interior into two unequal compartments; the lessee-
served for a store-room, the greater for habitation. The floor
was strewn, the general custom here, with a thick layer of
very small shells, almost all of the Helix tribe, and each
barely the eighth of an inch in length; these the boys bring in
basketfuls from the shore, to form a clean and dry indoors